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Diavolezza Litera-Tour 

4) Outlook plattform 

From high above the Pers Glacier, Piz Palü, Piz Bellavista and Piz Bernina, along with the 

eternal ice that blankets the Bernina Group seem close enough to touch. This outlook 

platform was constructed to follow the contours of the glacial moraine, and thus fits 

harmoniously into the surrounding landscape. Through the grated flooring, an element 

of transparency is added, which not only allows the wind to blow snow flurries through 

it in the winter, but also enhances the sense of floating over this unique mountain 

backdrop with the highest mountain of the eastern Alps at its centre.   

The 10-kilometre-long glacier ski descent once led across the Pers Glacier to the Isla 

Persa, where guests could stop for refreshments and a bite to eat at a glacier bar in the 

midst of this colossal world of ice. Later, when the first rocks of Isla Persa had emerged 

from the ice, the descent route was moved to lead directly beneath them, and parallel to 

the Pers Glacier, past Isla Persa and further down, then along the Morteratsch Glacier to 

the restaurant in Morteratsch – and this is the route the descent follows still today. The 

Morteratsch Glacier is the most voluminous glacier in the eastern Alps. Roughly five 

billion tons of ice creep along, over a distance of 12 kilometers and an elevation of 1000 

vertical meters. Since the first measurements were taken in 1878, the glacier has 

receded 2.2 kilometers. Upon the Glacier Trail which begins in Morteratsch, much can be 

observed and learned, both about the glacier’s retreat, as well as its many mystical 

secrets, from 16 posts along the glacier’s apron.  

Let this moment sink in while I take you once more into the past.  

In the year 1930 a harrowing glacier race took place up on the Diavolezza. To 

accomplish the 10 kilometer descent with a vertical drop of 1000 meters over the Pers 

and Morteratsch Glaciers with the equipment of the day was not an easy feat, you can 

believe me. Up to 300 participants registered and extraordinary numbers of spectators 

also ascended on ski to cheer us daredevil skiers on. The aerial tram did not exist back 

then. Winners were awarded a badge in the form of a devils face, in gold, silver and 

bronze. This was a highly-prized trophy, with perhaps nearly as much status in some 

circles as an Olympic medal.  

The race was carried out a total of 34 times. On some occasions, due to bad weather and 

gale-force winds, it was even started directly from the Diavolezza Hut. Back then, 

weather was no reason to cancel a race. The story about how the Diavolezza hut even 

came into being and what it has since lived through is something I will gladly tell you 

now.  
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In the 20th century, the fascination of mountaineering had taken firm hold. In order to 

facilitate the ascent of these increasingly renowned peaks a number of mountain huts 

and bivouacs were built. The same was true on the Diavolezza. Back then, there was a 

cat who lived here in the hut, who accompanied mountaineers regularly all the way to 

the summit of Piz Palü.   

In 1893 the Diavolezza hut was converted by Cristian Grass from Pontresina into a 

proper mountain inn, and was enlarged to offer a total of 22 beds, an impressive number 

at the time. It was renamed ‘the mountain restaurant of eternal snow’, and lodging cost 

between six and eight Swiss Francs per night. The structure was renovated and 

expanded a number of times following that, and the building even exchanged hands. 

Eventually, it was renamed back to the Diavolezza Hut.  

In 1962 there was another remodeling of the structure and in 1966 the first electric 

lights were installed. In 1981 it was once again remodeled and the first dormitory for 

tourists was added.  

Today, one can overnight in the comfortable double to twelve-bed rooms, and take on 

the march to the mountain summits the following day. Alternately, one can climb the via 

ferrate, or go skiing or snowboarding. For freeriders paradise lays right at the doorstep. 

The various restaurants, the expansive sun terrace and also the mountain hotel’s Jacuzzi 

invite guests to relax and stay a while. The freshly prepared regional specialities are not 

to be missed.   

Now enjoy the view and the still mountain world.  This awe-inspiring panorama has 

attracted countless visitors to this fascinating place over the years, truly the decorous 

ballroom of the Alps.  

Upon the panorama panel you will see all the mountain summits with their names, 

which might help you to plan your own upcoming high-mountain tour.  Join me again to 

hear the last of my exciting tales, about the mythical mountain fairy of the Diavolezza. 


