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Diavolezza Litera-Tour 

2) Tramway 

I promised to be back. Now I would like to ask you to have a look at the fields of spring 

snow below.  

Once the tramway was built and the waiting times which I mentioned before were 

getting longer and longer, a colleague from Pontresina, a mountain guide and ski teacher 

by the name of Paul Nauer, got involved and saw to the construction of a ski lift on the 

snowfields. This enabled skiers to enjoy skiing laps up high, rather than always 

descending down to the valley below, and back to the long queue. Once this ski lift was 

added in 1960, skiers could enjoy their sport even in summer, until the beginning of 

August. Later, in 1970, a lift with increased capacity was built, and provided lively ski 

operation all summer long until the year 1985. The old lift from Paul Nauer was replaced 

by a modern four-man lift in 1990. The tradition of summer skiing on Diavolezza spans 

nearly 40 years. Chiefly in the 1980s, the slopes were also frequented by racing teams 

who trained alongside the summer tourists. In 1998, summer ski operations were 

suspended.  

Since 2007, in an effort to preserve the winter accumulations of snow through the 

summer and into the following winter, the snow is covered with fleece at the end of the 

ski season. The fabric used prevents melting so effectively, that the energy previously 

required to produce artificial snow has been greatly reduced.  

By the way, following the modernization of the tram cabins in 2011/12, one all in 

yellow, the other all in blue, guests can now enjoy the fascinating panorama through 

floor to ceiling windows. The retired cabins continue to enjoy further use as restaurants. 

One now heralds as a cozy cheese-fondue and raclette parlor under the name 

‘Gondolezza’ at Hotel Walther in Pontresina, while the other now serves as Après-ski bar 

in St. Moritz.  

Now get ready for all that I still have to tell from the next station up on the mountain, at 

the big mountain axe. I still have a few exciting stories in store, which I would naturally 

hate to deprive you of. 


